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JULY 4, 2021 
SIXTH SUNDAY 
AFTER PENTECOST 

Disciples trust in the power of Jesus. 

Sunday Mark 6:1-13 Jesus sends the twelve 

Monday Ezekiel 2:1-5 The Lord chooses Ezekiel 

Tuesday 2 Corinthians 12:2-10 Paul’s vision 

Wednesday 2 Peter 1:3-11 The Christian’s call to love 

Thursday Luke 9:1-6 The disciples’ mission 

Friday 2 Timothy 1:1-14 Thanksgiving and encouragement 

Saturday Psalm 123 A prayer for mercy 

Sunday Mark 6:14-29 The death of John the Baptist 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

But [God] said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made 
perfect in weakness.” So, I will boast all the more gladly of my  
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.   
2 Corinthians 12:9 (NRSV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Almighty God, help us to trust that through weakness you show power and through our human 
frailty you do great acts of love and mercy through Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 

Mealtime Prayer: 
Dear God, just as you feed us through the work of many hands, help us to be mindful of the  
kindness of others that blesses us daily. Amen. 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May the power and strength of God bless you with mercy and grace. 

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections: 

 Tell or think of a time that you needed the help of someone. 

 What is it like to depend on the kindness of others when you need help? 

 Jesus sends his disciples out into the world needing the kindness and hospitality of  
others. How is showing hospitality to others and receiving it ourselves the work of the 
church? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read:  Mark 6:1-13. 
Jesus goes to his hometown and is astonished at the people’s lack of trust and belief in him. 
Because of that, he was only able to use his power to heal a few sick people. The townspeople 
rejected his authority. Ironically, that same authority is given to his disciples and they are able 
to go out and do many great deeds of casting out demons and curing the sick. This passage 
makes at least three important points about discipleship: 1) followers of Jesus will experience 
the same rejection Jesus did, 2) Jesus’ authority is enough to do great things in the reign of 
God, and 3) disciples go out defenseless, without needing extra provisions and depend on the 
hospitality and kindness of strangers. The third point is a difficult one for us today. We would 
rather be the host. However, Jesus calls us to receive the help and kindness of others,  
especially the stranger who welcomes us in and takes care of us. In our weakness, God’s power 
is revealed. When have you been blessed by being the recipient of the hospitality of others,  
especially someone you don’t know well? 
Pray:  Dear God, in human frailty and need your power is made known. Bless us in our  
relationships with others that your love may be made known through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SERVICE 
It is a valuable gift to host others in your home. However, it is also an important gift to the  
outreach of the church to accept the hospitality of others. When have you been a guest of 
another person’s hospitality? Did you feel you were the recipient of God’s love as you received 
the hospitality of others? Explain. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
Psalm 123 is a psalm for people making a pilgrimage to the temple in Jerusalem. Identify sacred 
places in your own pilgrimage or faith journey on earth as a follower of Jesus. Maybe it is a 
place in your own home, congregation, or the home of a loved one. Talk or think about what 
you like to do in that sacred space, and give thanks for God’s presence in your life. Conclude by 
praying: God of glory and might, thank you for revealing yourself to us and for special places 

that make us feel especially close to you through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord. Amen. 

WEEKLY MILESTONES 
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life. 

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an  
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org 

JULY 4, 2021 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
God of Grace and 
God of Glory 


