The flatness (oneness) between Creator and Christ MUST have another angled plane in-between them for the light to be captured and expressed. And that plane IS the Holy Spirit that lives through the actions of every living thing! How amazing is that?! Every life in accord with Christ is a necessary component of the Trinity, and God’s light NEEDS to be reflected. 

When the light is split into its components through the angle of the prism, the beautiful individuality of the Triune God is reflected and expressed. What appears to be many beams of light all emanate from the One Source, One Light, One Wave, O God; it is all ONE light.

The apostle Paul writes that we are all ONE in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:28). That means we are the varied colors of light that radiate from the Trinity-Prism! Check out this awesome verse from Revelation: “The one sitting on the throne was as brilliant as gemstones – like jasper and carnelian. And the glow of an emerald circled his throne like a rainbow” (Revelation 4:3). God is a light-reflecting Prism, and we are the rainbow of light? We are the reflection circling the throne of God! Not like a human looks in the mirror, which is specular reflection; we are God’s reflection like a prism, a diffuse reflection!

The colors of creation appear through the one and only light of this world, Christ Jesus, the Son of God. When the Creator’s light hits the first two planes and is refracted through the third plane, which is the Holy Spirit, it is transformed into a wondrous array of colors, each showing one aspect of the Creator’s light. We are called, as Christians, to share our light with the world so that the world may come to know and give glory to God the Creator, who is the light of the world (Matthew 5:16). Our purpose is to shine our light, whether it be red or orange or yellow or green or blue or indigo or violet, as brightly as possible to point others to the one, true light. 

Now, we can live our life according to our own ambitions, desires, and plans. We can use our hearts, minds, bodies, and talents to pursue all the things this world tells us will bring happiness. We can get degrees, careers, and promotions until we reach “success.” We can do whatever it takes to make as much money as possible without considering the cost to our integrity or the needs of those less fortunate than us. We can earn a reputation for excellence, diligence, intelligence, and creativity. We can spend a lifetime fruitlessly pursuing these goals only to find ourselves depressed by the lack of sustainable fulfillment they offer. The hunger for the “success” of this world will leave us starving.

God places within us a hunger and a thirst that can only be satisfied with a personal relationship to the Triune God. We need to stay connected to the prism and to the source of true light. When we choose to spend our lives for purposes other than loving God and serving others, we will be left empty. But when we allow God’s light to shine through us, we will be filled to overflowing and surprised at the light that shines through us. 

Bryan Hunt served as a Christian missionary in Uganda. One of the places he would visit was a juvenile detention center called Remand Home where boys ranging in age from 13 to 18 years old were sent after committing serious crimes. During one of the planning sessions, Bryan felt moved by God’s Spirit to volunteer to speak to the boys. This was not something Bryan would normally do: he did not speak the local language and had to use a translator, and he was nervous to speak to this group. 

Bryan often felt overwhelmed in his work. He could lead small group Bible studies, play soccer with the boys (albeit poorly), and compete in the dance-offs. Bryan freely admits that his success in the dance-offs was not due to his super dance moves but because his ridiculous gyrating made the boys laugh. Bryan’s anxiety about public speaking only increased as the day drew near. He wondered if anything he could say would make any difference to these boys. 

When Bryan began to speak, God laid a message on his heart. He felt the power of God’ Spirit speaking through him, telling the boys that earthly fathers and earthly families can fail them, but there is a Heavenly Father who never fails them. Along with this Heavenly Father comes an incredible family of Christians who are all sinners, all screwed up, and all ashamed of something in their past; but when they join together to love God, love each other, and love those who have no one else to love them, they are loved in return.

After Bryan spoke, he invited the boys to come forward if they wanted to join this new family of believers and to meet the Heavenly Father who would love them and not forsake them. He was shocked to see over half of the teens stand up, walk to the front, and smile through teary eyes. One young man told Bryan that his parents disowned him, but now he had a new family that understood his situation and loved him anyway. Bryan let God’s light shine through him so he could share the good news of Christ’s love to the boys at Remand House. 

Bryan reflected that THIS is why we share the Gospel: not simply to get as many people as possible to come to church and live as nominal Christians, but because humanity aches and groans without the love of Christ. Each of us can share this good news of Christ’s love in our own way so others can experience God’s forgiveness, peace, and grace. If we reject God and refuse to allow God’s light to shine through us, our lives are empty, and we prevent others from seeing how beautiful life can be when God’s light radiates through creation. 

Our lives can serve as a conduit for God’s light through acts of kindness, encouraging words, generous service, and using our talents to promote the life-giving things Jesus did. So, what color light do you have to share? Are you letting God’s light shine in and through you for others to see? How can you shine in someone’s life today?

Prayer: God of Light and Life, your light is the commencement and culmination of creation. From now until forever you are the light of life. You invite us to walk in your light and become lights to the world as we do so. Help me to see that every good thing that I do can make a difference to someone.  you said that a great way to show others your love is by being loving. Help all my words and actions shine that light. Amen.
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A couple of weeks ago I was sitting at a baseball game. Our American Legion Post #30 team from Fergus Falls played the Perham Buzz. During the game there was a short rain shower. Just a few sprinkles. After the rain cloud moved off, the sun shone, and a rainbow appeared. As we watched, the small arc of colors grew longer until they stretched across the sky. It was a beautiful sight.

My thoughts drifted back to my childhood when I first saw my junior high science teacher focus the sun’s light through a prism. You know how a prism works: bright white light goes in one side and a brilliant spectrum of colored beams comes out the other side. It is truly mesmerizing to see how natural light can be transformed by a little piece of glass into red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, and violet light. (I bet many of you just recited the “Roy G. Biv” thing in your head, didn’t you? No shame in that.)

From 1670-1672, Sir Isaac Newton conducted experiments with light, optics, and prisms. Newton was the first scientist to split white light into its component colors. But, did you know, Newton also did the reverse? Newton successfully generated a single beam of light by shining all the colors back through the prism. Not bad for a guy who got conked on the head with an apple!

The prism is a good (if somewhat imperfect) metaphor for our relationship with the Triune God. A prism is defined as “a transparent optical element with flat, polished surfaces that refract light. At least two of the flat surfaces must have an angle between them.” Stay with me now. Jesus, the Messiah and Son of God, said, “I am the light of the world” (John 8:12). Now imagine an acute angle, two planes, (a) and (b), with (a) directly under (b). That is God the Creator and God the Son, Jesus Christ. Then plane (c), forming the acute angle (less than 90 degrees), is out to the right of point (b). That is the Holy Spirit, the action plane.


