call it the “stare scare.” Jeremiah hesitated, but God is not easily dissuaded once God decides to call a person. God goes out of God’s way to confirm Jeremiah as God’s choice, saying:  Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; I consecrated you; I appointed you; I send you; You shall speak what I command you; Do not be afraid of them [for] I am with you; I will deliver you; I have put my words in your mouth; and I appoint you (Jer. 1:5-10). 

Jeremiah learns that God’s call is personal and purposeful. “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born, I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations” (v. 5). In these four “I” statements, the subject and object are the same. God is the mover, shaker, subject, and agent in each statement. Jeremiah is the object: God did these things for Jeremiah. This is personal to Jeremiah. God worked out a mission for Jeremiah even before Jeremiah was born. God formed him, knew him, consecrated him, and appointed him. This is important because it connects to a very real human need to feel a connection to a power that is bigger than we are, and to know that our life has meaning. 

Rick Warren addressed this in his book, The Purpose Drive Life: What on Earth Am I Here For? Warren explored three major questions: The Question of Existence: Why am I alive? The Question of Significance: Does my life matter? The Question of Purpose: What on earth am I here for? These are essential life questions. We want answers. We want connection. We want purpose. God’s conversation with Jeremiah is both personal and purposeful. We learn that God knows us, “consecrates” us, and “appoints” us to do God’s work. The apostle Paul doubles down on this theme: “For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Eph. 2:10). Each of us, Paul insists, is intentionally crafted and called to fulfill some divine purpose.

This is all at God’s initiative. God is the prime mover and life-giving agent. We are not. This is why many people struggle to find their place in the world and their meaning in life. “The search for the purpose of life has puzzled people for thousands of years,” Warren writes, “because we typically begin at the wrong starting point — ourselves. We ask self-centered questions like ‘What do I want to be?’ ‘What should I do with my life?’ ‘What are my goals, my ambitions, my dreams for my future?’ But focusing on ourselves will never reveal our life’s purpose.” Jeremiah’s call initiates with God and that call is personal, and it is purposeful.

God Is Present and Reassuring. At first, Jeremiah expresses doubt in his ability: “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.” (v. 6). He sounds scared. He sounds afraid of being stared at and humiliated. God does not buy this. God replies: “Do not say, ‘I am only a boy,’ for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and you shall speak whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you…” (vv. 7-8). That’s a huge promise: “Do not be afraid…for I am with you.” God will be present. God does not let us off the hook. “What if…”:
· Moses refused to go to Egypt and demand that the pharaoh let God’s people go. (Ex. 3)
· Rahab refused to help the Hebrew spies escape at Jericho. (Joshua 2)
· David refused to confront the giant Goliath. (1 Samuel 17)
· Mary refused to be the “handmaid of the Lord” (Luke 1:38, KJV).
· The disciples preferred to stay as fishermen and tax collectors. (Matthew 4)
· Stephen refused to be a deacon in the early church. (Acts 6)
· Saul refused to stop persecuting the church. (Acts 8)
· People like you and me refused to get off the couch, saying, “Please, God, just send somebody else, anybody else.”

God reminds us that we are not alone. The very name of the Son of God is Immanuel, “God with us.” God constantly tells us that we can count on the divine presence. God said to:
· Jacob: “I am with you and will keep you wherever you go” (Genesis 28:15).
· Moses: “[God] said, ‘I will be with you’” (Exodus 3:12).
· Joshua: “I will not fail you or forsake you” (Joshua1:5).
· The Jews in Exile: “Do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God. I will strengthen you…help you…uphold you with my victorious right hand” (Isa. 41:10).
· The disciples: “remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).
· Paul: “Do not be afraid…speak and do not be silent, for I am with you” (Acts 18:9-10).
· The early Christians: “I will never leave you or forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5).

God equips us for the task. The prophet Isaiah tells us about his call. While worshiping in the temple, a seraph “flew to me, holding a live coal…taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said, ‘Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out’” (Isaiah 6-7). When God asked, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” (Isa. 8), Isaiah’s hand shot up, and waved eagerly, and he shouted, “Here am I; send me!” (Isa. 6:8). God also touched the mouth of Jeremiah. “Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the LORD said to me, ‘Now I have put my words in your mouth. See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.’” (Jer.1:9-10).

None of us wants to be embarrassed, to fail, to be ridiculed, or to run out of steam. Rest assured: when God gives us a job, God provides the tools to accomplish it. If God asks us to speak, God will give us the words. If God asks us to dig a hole, God will give us a shovel. If God asks us to love, God will give us compassion. If God asks us to lead, God will provide the followers. If God asks us to be generous, God will provide the means. If God gives us a commission, God will give us permission to go to the ends of the world to fulfill it. Writing to the Philippians, Paul put it this way: “I can do all things through him who strengthens me” (4:13). No worries, says Paul, God will help me.

How we respond to God’s call is something unique to each person. Moses, David, Isaiah, Jeremiah, the disciples, and the apostle Paul all reacted to God’s call to serve differently. Some of us may have a “deer in the headlights” reaction. We feel caught in the glare of unspeakable responsibility and are overwhelmed. We may feel uncomfortable when God gets us alone and stares directly at us. Here are two responses to consider when you sense God calling you to do something special:

Trust in God’s plan. Jeremiah’s call involved challenging tasks, uprooting and tearing down, destroying and overthrowing, building and planting. This comprehensive mission required trust in God’s plan and timing. Similarly, our call may involve seemingly overwhelming tasks. Trusting in God’s sovereign plan and timing is crucial. Scripture is clear: “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight. In all your ways acknowledge [God], and [God] will make straight your paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6).

Be predisposed to say “Yes.” Jeremiah’s experience encourages us to respond positively to God’s invitation. God does not just invite anyone. God knows that no one can do God’s work in the unique way that you can do it. If you do not serve, then some part of God’s greater plan goes unfulfilled. Whether it is a call to serve a ministry or your vocation or simply to live out your faith in daily interactions, your best option is to respond with faith and obedience. Remember God’s words to Jeremiah: “Do not be afraid…for I am with you.” God’s presence, provision, and power are with us as we step into our callings.

Responding to God’s call is a journey of faith. Like Jeremiah, we may feel inadequate or fearful. We may feel bashful, like everyone is staring at us. God’s assurance and equipping us for success makes the difference. Listen for the voice of God, trust in the promises of God, and step out with faith in God. God will take care of the rest. God will fulfill the unique purpose in life that awaits us.

Prayer: Empowering God, thank You for the example of Jeremiah whom You emboldened to share Your message. We know that You can use anyone who is ready and willing to hear and answer Your call. You promise that Your grace is sufficient when, in faith, we respond to Your leading and guidance. Lord, here we are, send us. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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As Christians, we are called to follow Jesus. The call, as recorded in Matthew’s gospel says, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you” (28:19-20). We are asked to choose: do we say “yes” and become a disciple of Jesus, or do we resist, say “no thanks,” and continue our own way?

Many people in the Bible struggled with God’s call to ministry. Take Ananias, for example. Saul, a well-known persecutor of Christians, met Jesus on a dusty Damascus Road. Blinded by a divine light, Saul goes to the city to get help from the very people he set out to persecute. God asked Ananias (called a “disciple” in Acts) to minister to Saul, the nemesis of the church. Ananias demurred: “Lord, I have heard from many about this man…” (Acts 9:13). Saul was not to be trusted; but God insisted, and Ananias obeyed: “So Ananias went…” (Acts 9:17), and Paul became a champion for the early church.

Ananias is not the only person to initially say “No” to God’s call. When God called to Moses to go and tell Pharaoh to let God’s people go, Moses balked. He made excuses as to why he could not go, protesting his inadequacies, including a lengthy speech about his poor speaking ability. Undeterred, God promised to go with Moses. Moses went and told Pharaoh, “Let God’s people go!”, and after ten plagues, Pharaoh set the Hebrew slaves free.

When God called Jonah to go east with a message for Israel’s enemies in Ninevah, Jonah caught a boat headed west and tried to evade God. So, God sent a storm and a big fish to change his mind. When the fish vomited Jonah onto the beach (Hebrew translation), he went to Ninevah, delivered God’s message, and the city’s inhabitants repented.

 In each account, the candidate offered some excuse as to why they are unsuitable for the job God asks them to do. It is as though God had a predilection for choosing the most reluctant and socially inept people to do God’s most important work. Jeremiah was no different. God asks Jeremiah to speak God's words of judgment and salvation to the people of Judah. The people would be overrun by neighboring Babylon and taken into captivity for 70 years. That is a tough message to deliver. 

Jeremiah resists by referring to his youth and inexperience. Scripture says Jeremiah was young, a teenager. Perhaps Jeremiah had a fear of public speaking (glossophobia). Maybe he did not want people to stare at him, make fun of him, or belittle him (scopophobia). Some

