southern kingdom after the division of Israel). Thus, when the Babylonians invaded Judah and laid siege to Jerusalem in 586 BC, the Israelites expected the Edomites to come to their aid. They did not. Edom allied with Babylon, participated in the destruction of Jerusalem, and worst of all, delighted in Judah’s distress.

Of this treachery, Obadiah says, “For the slaughter and violence done to your brother Jacob, shame shall cover you, and you shall be cut off forever” (1:10). Edom should have come to Israel’s aid, but when strangers attacked Judah and foreigners entered the gates of Jerusalem, Edom did nothing to help (1:11). They stood aside and cheered at Judah’s misery.

Speaking for God, Obadiah condemns Edom for her joy at Judah’s downfall. “You should not have gloated over your brother on the day of his misfortune,” says the prophet. “You should not have rejoiced over the people of Judah on the day of their ruin; you should not have boasted on the day of distress” (1:12). To revel in someone else’s ruin is shameful, says Obadiah, and such behavior angers God. Obadiah promises that God will punish Edom for celebrating Judah’s demise.

The delight of Edom in Judah’s defeat snowballed. Edom went from gloating to looting. Edom joined the Babylonians in pillaging Jerusalem and carrying off her treasures (1:13). Then Edom went one wicked step further: as the Israelites fled the city, the Edomites “cut off [the] fugitives” and “handed over the survivors” to the Babylonians (1:14). In other words, the Edomites killed some of the Israelites and handed over the rest to the Babylonians as slaves.

For all these reasons, God promised to punish Edom, saying: “As you have done, it shall be done to you; your deeds shall return on your own head” (1:15b). God, who is good and just, cannot allow injustice like Edom’s to go unchecked. God, who loves God’s people and promises to protect them, will stand for them against their enemies. Obadiah says that the cup of rejoicing that Edom drank at Judah’s defeat, will become the cup of wrath when God destroys Edom completely, making Edom “as though they had never been” (1:16). The joy that Edom felt at Judah’s misfortune will be turned to sorrow when God annihilates Edom. 

I want to note that God does not feel schadenfreude. God does not rejoice in our misfortune. God did not rejoice in Judah’s misfortune. God did not rejoice at the misfortune of Edom. God takes no pleasure when any part of God’s creation is harmed. Rather, as Scripture reminds us, God is pleased when peace and justice reign and the poor and oppressed are uplifted. God is pleased when God’s people do “not hurt or destroy” and the “earth [is] full of the knowledge of the Lord” (Isaiah 11:9). When we live as God intends, when we say and do the things that Jesus taught us, there is no need for schadenfreude.

On this Confirmation Sunday, you are choosing to become full members of our faith family. As disciples of Jesus, you will be asked to do the things he does and say the things he does and love the people he loves (which is everyone!). This is not easy. Jesus asks you to love and pray for your enemies, offer food and water to the hungry, clothe the naked, visit those in prison, defend the powerless, speak for the marginalized, and not to celebrate when others fail. 

Writing to the Christians in Rome, the apostle Paul says the work of the Christian is to “Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them” (12:9-14). Again, these are not always easy things to do, but they are the right things to do. Our task as Christians is to build one another up, support one another, defend one another; never to rejoice in one another’s misfortune.

There is no word for the opposite of schadenfreude in German or in English. The closest I can get is “confelicity.” Con means “with” and felicity means “joy.” It’s an awkward rendering, but it means to live “with joy,” for us and for others. Paul urges us to “Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. (12:15-16a). As Christians, we laugh together and cry together. As a faith family we celebrate together, and we mourn together. As disciples of Jesus, we stand up for each other and we support one another in good times and bad times. This Christian Confelicity is extended to anyone and everyone who is part of God’s creation. 

Paul encourages us to “Live in harmony with one another…[and] if it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all” (12:18). Paul’s words are words we hear throughout Scripture: “live in harmony” with one another, “live peaceably with all”; but Paul adds the caveat “so far as it depends on you.” Jesus does not ask us to rescue the whole world, just to reconcile our small part of it. Jesus does not ask us to make peace in the Ukraine or in the Middle East, just to make peace in our homes, schools, and neighborhoods. Jesus does not ask us to care for every single person in the world, just to care for the person in front of us right now. Jesus asks you to choose each day to do what you can do to comfort those you can comfort, to right the wrongs you can right, to make the peace you can make.

The people of Edom chose to stand against Judah and to rejoice in their defeat. They chose to increase the burdens on Judah when they could have helped. They chose to side with evil, even when they knew what was right. They chose to inflict “damage-joy” when they could have offered peace. Edom chose poorly, and God held them accountable. We know from later accounts that the allies with whom Edom sided later turned on Edom, destroying her completely just as Obadiah prophesied. The Edomites forgot that the world and all its people belong to God, that God will not let injustice win, and that God will always defend the powerless.

As you choose to join our faith fellowship today, you are pledging yourselves to be disciples of Jesus. You are choosing to live in a way that runs contrary to the world: putting others first, serving without counting the cost, and loving those who hate you. We welcome you into our church as full members, and invite you to join with us we laugh together and cry together; as we work together to establish God’s reign on earth where there will be “no more death or mourning or crying or pain” (Revelation 21:4), but only light and life, peace and justice, love and joy among all  people.

Prayer: Holy Jesus, you call us into a life that others have told us is easy, but it is not. You challenge us to forgive, to love our enemies, to bless those who curse us. We want the easy way, but You have given us the hard path. Grant us the patience and endurance to journey with You, to allow ourselves at times to stumble, to live into the hard way so that we might fully experience Your love, grace, and peace in this world by becoming a people full of love and grace and forgiving others. In Your name we pray. Amen.
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Did you ever laugh at a guy skateboarding on a handrail, falling, and injuring himself? Did you ever cheer when the opposing player scored on their own goal? Did you ever smile when a frenemy failed an important test or lost out to be Prom Queen? Did you ever feel good when someone else got blamed for something you did?

If you ever rejoiced at another person’s misfortune, then you experienced schadenfreude (sch-a-den-froy-de). That’s a big, fancy German word that literally means, “damage-joy.” Schadenfreude is the pleasure we derive from someone else’s pain. There is no equivalent word in English, but we all know what it means. Schadenfreude is when you see something bad happen to someone and you should feel sorry for them but instead you are too busy laughing. 

Tiffany Watt Smith wrote an insightful book entitled, "Schadenfreude: The Joy of Another's Misfortune," in which she explores the complex nature of this emotion and its implications. Smith explains that schadenfreude often arises as a response to feelings of envy or resentment. When we perceive someone as having an undeserved advantage or experiencing unearned success, schadenfreude can act as a mechanism to restore a sense of fairness or justice in their minds. 

Schadenfreude is a natural human emotion that can be tremendously destructive. Schadenfreude can wreck relationships, upset social dynamics, and harm our mental well-being. Schadenfreude comes dangerously close to violating the tenth commandment: “You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife. You shall not set your desire on your neighbor’s house or land, his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor” (Deuteronomy 5:21). If you want what another person has or gets, that’s coveting; but if you celebrate when they don’t get it or if they lose it, that’s schadenfreude.

The prophet Obadiah tells us about some biblical schadenfreude. The Edomites rejoiced at the downfall of Judah. The Edomites were distantly related to the Israelites, having descended from Esau, the twin brother of Jacob (later renamed Israel), from whom the Israelites descend. The Kingdom of Edom shared a border with the Kingdom of Judah (the

