But there is a more compelling reason why this might be a tempting idea for Jesus. Imagine how much easier it would be for Jesus to teach and preach, to gather disciples and to build the church, if he started with a splashy miracle like this one. People would be impressed and take notice of his message. The Pharisees, the scribes, the tax collectors, the fishermen, the general population, and maybe even the Romans, would believe. They would worship Jesus and follow him. Everyone would have known, right away, that Jesus truly is the Son of God. Jesus could have saved himself a lot of hassle and done a lot of good if people believed in him right from the start. 

In fact, wouldn’t it be great if Jesus did that today? Wouldn’t it be great if Jesus did something so amazing in our world that everyone believed in him? I think it is easy to see why this would be tempting. The problem is, when we see a miracle, we want another one, and then another one. We want each miracle to be bigger and better than the last one. We are never fully satisfied or completely convinced. Jesus knew that if he did this miracle, the crowd would believe for a while but eventually they would come back asking for more. Jesus knew it would be better to convince minds with his loving words and change hearts by his compassionate deeds, than to entertain the crowd with magic tricks. 

So, Jesus pushed back. He quotes from Deuteronomy: “You shall not put the Lord your God to the test” (Luke 4:12; Deut. 6:16). Jesus does not waver for a moment in His trust of God. Jesus believed that God could, and even would, send angels to save Jesus if he jumped; but Jesus did not need to prove that, not to himself, or to the devil, or to us.

Just as he did with Jesus, the devil comes to us and asks, “Let’s find out if God really is as good as God’s promises. Wouldn’t you like to have some proof?” In our walk of faith, we are likely to meet or to be people who ignore God’s wisdom, reject God’s commands, and expect God’s promise of grace to spare us from pain, heartache, and the consequences of our actions. We may ask God to save us while neglecting the means of grace that God so lovingly provides. That is putting God to the test. 

When the devil baited Jesus to prove that God was really with him, it was as if the devil was saying to Jesus, "Before it comes to the crucial showdown between you and me at the cross, show that God is with you. You will give you more courage if you know that God is faithful to God’s promises, and you will have more strength if you’re certain you can trust God’s Word!" Jesus saw through the charade. He would not test God, because to put God to the test is to doubt God's faithfulness. 

When our faith fails, which it will from time to time, we need not despair. We do not need to test God’s faithfulness; it’s been proven time and again over the course of centuries. Scripture reminds us to persevere in our pursuit of holiness. “Since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are — yet he did not sin. Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need” (Hebrews 4: 14-16). 

In Jesus, we have a Savior who empathizes with us in our weakness, and greater still, because of Jesus, we can approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, finding mercy and grace to help us in our time of need.

This final test warns us against demanding something spectacular from God to prove God’s love and care for us. God has already given the ultimate demonstration of His love for us at the cross (Romans 5:8), and God can do nothing more “spectacular” than that. Jesus faced three very real temptations before he began his public ministry. The devil knew what he was doing. We will be tempted to live for ourselves, turning stones into bread. We will be tempted to take control of our corner of the world, rather than seeking God’s kingdom first. We will be tempted to focus on our own success rather than on God’s enduring faithfulness. But Jesus teaches us that through prayer and Scripture, and with the help of the Holy Spirit, we can live for others, we can trust God with our corner of the world, and we can be faithful. 

Having been beaten, the devil left Jesus “until an opportune time.” The devil couldn’t win, but he could wait. James 4:7 tells us that if we resist the devil, he will flee from us. But he doesn’t stay gone. The devil is always looking for an opportunity. This was not the only time Jesus was tempted. This was just the opening round. 

Sometimes Satan finds opportunities through the words of friends. When Jesus shared with his disciples that he would be crucified, Peter rebuked Jesus and said, “That will never happen to you.” Remember how Jesus responded? “Get behind me, Satan. You have in mind the things of man, not the things of God.” Jesus recognized that same voice he confronted in the wilderness in the words of his friend. Jesus would later say, “Peter, Satan has desired to sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for you that your faith will not fail. And when you have been restored, I want you to strengthen your brothers.”

The story of Jeus sin the wilderness teaches us that Jesus overcame the devil – he won the battle – for us, and for our world. In the wilderness, and on the cross, and everywhere in between, Jesus resisted the devil’s temptations. He didn’t listen to Peter, who tried to convince him to stay away from Jerusalem and certain death. He didn’t call on the army of angels, who were eager to fight for him, even when the Son of God was arrested. And even as he lay dying on the cross, Jesus refused to save himself. It would have been as simple as turning a stone into bread, but he chose to die instead, to do God’s will. 

Jesus didn’t turn the stones into bread, and he didn’t come down from the cross. And because he didn’t, he defeated the devil, once and for all. We don’t have to fear the devil anymore. Because Jesus has defeated him for us. Which means that no matter what is happening in our lives, no matter the temptations and trials and tests we might be going through, we can turn to Jesus, and he will be there for us, to lead us and guide us all along the way. Thanks be to God. Amen

Prayer: Grace-filled God, I thank you that when you sent Jesus, you gave us a brother who sympathizes with us. Though without sin, he was tempted in all the ways we are. Thank you, too, for the gift of your Holy Spirit who resides in me and strengthens me. God, as I face temptations, may I trust in you and not my own strength. May I rely on your Spirit and your word, and not my own wisdom and power. May I be able to stand in victory, like Jesus. Help me to live my life firmly rooted in your word and for your glory. Amen.
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Jujutsu is the art of turning your opponent’s strength against himself or herself.  You manipulate the momentum from your opponent’s punch to throw them to the ground. In our text, the devil attempts to turn Jesus’ strength against himself. Twice, Jesus countered the devil’s temptations by quoting Scripture.  The devil had no answer to Jesus’ faith in the word of God. Now the devil tries to turn Jesus’ trust in God’s Word against Jesus. It turns out the devil knows God’s Word well and will try to use Scripture as a weapon against us, if we’re not careful.

Here, the devil quotes Psalm 91. The devil takes Jesus to the pinnacle of the temple in Jerusalem and dares Jesus to throw himself off, counting on God’s angels to save him from harm.  “Throw yourself down from there, for it is written, ‘‘[God] will command his angels concerning you, to protect you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone’” (Psalm 91:11-12; Luke 4:9-11).

At the temple, the place where God dwelt among God’s people, the devil challenged Jesus to show God’s love and care for him by forcing God to come to Jesus’ aid. The devil implies that by doing this Jesus can demonstrate to everyone how much He trusts in God and prove the reliability of God’s Word. The devil implies that by this miraculous sign, Jesus can sway many hearts to God. 

As with each of the devil’s temptations, we ask again, “Why might it be tempting for Jesus to do this? Why might Jesus throw himself down from the temple, and trust God’s angels to protect him from getting hurt?” Well, there is the obvious reason that Jesus could confidently throw himself off the roof knowing full well that he would not getting mangled or killed; he could be certain that God’s angels would bear him up. Jesus trusted in God’s care for him, but he also knew better than to do something stupid and presume upon God to save him. God does protect God’s people, but God expects us to exercise proper care.

